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Applicant(s) 

Heckert 



Examiner 

Thuy V. Trap 



Art Unit 

3652 



- The MAILING DATE of this communioation appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36 (a|. tn no evont. however, may a reply bo timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 

mailing data of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered tfrnely* 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply end will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the meiling date of this comrnunication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the applicatton to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. 5 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b}. 

Status 

1 ) □ Responsive to communication{s) filed on 



2a) □ This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closeci in accorijance with the practice undBt Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD, 11; 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) K Clalm(s) 8-27 's/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above, clalm(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) □ Claim(s) is/ere allowed. 

6) K Claim (s) 8-27 is/are rejected, 

7) □ Claim (s) is/are objected to. 

8) □ Claims are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) □ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)5(1 The drawing(s) filed on Nov 7, 2001 is/are a) □ accepted or b)53 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawtngCs) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: alD approved blD disapproved by the Examiner 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgement is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-{d) or (f). 
a)6(l All bjD Some* c)D None of: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. K Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 

*See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e). 
a)D The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgement is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice qf References Cited (PTO-8921 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-4-13) Paper No(s). 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) CD Notice of Informal Patent Application (l=*TO-1621 

3) CD Information Disclosure Statement(8) (PT0-144g) Paper NoCo). 6) CD Othen 



U. S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01 ) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 5 



Application/Control Number: 10/031,861 
Art Unit: 3652 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1. 83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the clmms. Therefore, the "bralce for realizing controlled 
lowering of the carrier'' and "catch to prevent uncontrolled lowering movement" must be shown 
or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings ai-e required in reply to the OflBce 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

aaim Rejections - 35 USC§ 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. ClauTis 9-11, 15, 18-20 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly clahn the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

The recitation "lower section of an arm or the lower section of an arm", found in claim 9, 
line 4, renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear whether an arm in claim 9 is one of "inner 
and outer arms" as recited in claim 8, line 2 or not. Same problem occurs in claims 10, 18 and 19 
as well. 
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The recitation "a brake for realiang controlled lowering movement", found in claim 15, 
renders the claimed indefinite because it is not understood what applicant mean by "for realizing 
controlled lowering movement". Same problem occurs in claim 24 as well. 

aaim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4, The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this OfiBce action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in tlais or a foreign coimtiy or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in tlie United States. 

5. Claims 8-10, 12-15, 17-19, 21-24, 26 and 27 (as best understood) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Martin 1,991,255 (Martin). 

Martin discloses a scissors lifting device comprising a base unit (the ground), a carrier unit 
(platform), a pair of iimer and outer arms 1, 2, Figs. 4-7, pivotally mounted at a scissors axle, a 
drive 28 for raising and lowering the carrier unit by winding and unwinding a band 44 around a 
drum 47, and a lifting truck 7, 8 coupled to the second end of the band 44 and positioned between 
the inner and outer arms 1 &2 so that the axle is between the drum and the truck. 

Re claims 9, 10, 18, 19 and 27 the lifting truck 7, 8 is guided by lifting cams 6 that are 
arranged both the lower section of an arai and the upper section of an arm. 

Re claims 13 and 22, see lower left comer of Fig. 4. 

Re claims 15 and 24, the drive 28 includes a brake (a device controlling the circuit of the 
motor 28), Fig. 8 for realizing controlled lowering of the carrier. 
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Re claim 16 and 25, the Ufting device further including a catch 55 (reverser contactor), 
Fig. 8 to prevent an uncontrolled lowering movement. 

Oaim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such tliat the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at tlie time tlie invention was made to a person 
having ordmary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 13 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Martin 1,991,255 in view of Dalrymple et aJ. 2,862,689, 

Martin discloses all the claimed limitations except for having an adjustable and replaceable 
lifting cam. 

Dalrymple discloses a scissors lifting system comprising an adjustable and replaceable 
lifting cam 65. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary slciU m the art at the time the invention 
was made to have utilized an adjustable and replaceable lifting cam for the lift system Martin as 
disclosed by Dalrymple in order to change the acceleration and decelei^ation of the carrier as 
desired. 
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8. Claims 14 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Martin 1,991,255 in view of Vafaie et al. 6,082,433. 

Martin discloses all the claimed limitations except for a frequency controlled electric 

motor. 

Vafaie discloses that a frequency controlled electric motor can easily adjust the speed of 
the output shaft. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary sldll in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have used a frequency controlled electric motor for the scissor lift system of Martin 
as suggested by Vafaie in order to provide smooth lifting and lowering movements by varying the 
speed of the motor. 



9, The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicants 
disclosure. Each of the cited references separately discloses a scissor lift system. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the exanniner 
should be directed to Thuy v. Tran whose telephone number is (703) 308-2558. 



Conclusion 



Thuy v. Tran 




GAU3652 



March 23, 2003 



